THE CHOICE

(Maandookya, the Upanishad of Upanishads)

The Maandookya Upanishad, unlike most other
Upanishads, plunges business-like directly into the exposition
of the philosophy it has set out to expound without cocooning
its substance in a Mythical story or an imaginary dialogue.
And in this questioning age of keen reasoning we can hardly
do better.

Perhaps the most concise of upnishads, Maandookya is
an inspired insight unmatched in the adventures of the prob-
ing intellect of homo sapiens. In its search for Truth, nothing
short of a divine flash could have stretched out, as in this
Upanishad, to the totality of human experience instead of
confining itself to the truncated patch of mere waking experi-
ence, as all thinkers and giants of science have been doing
through the ages to this day. As if this weren't enough, the
mastermind has sought out the chant, AUM. invariably used in
all Hindu rituals, shelled the pod, labelled the seeds, breathed
meaning, significance and symbolism into each seed and
recomposed them into a single whole - the inherent divinity of
deathless Light.   In the necklace of Upanishad - pearls
Mandookya. the bright pendant is enough for enlightenment of
the seeker.

In this presentation of Maandookya, each mantra of the
Upanishad is rendered first into English. The rendering aims
primarily to translate the spiritual intent and implication, and
only next, semantic faithfulness to the original.

The interpretation, which follows the rendering, while
giving respectful weight to Gaudapada's Karika and Shankara's
commentary on it, does not claim adherence to them. Our
interpretation and explanation are sought to be based on the